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Review by Jeb Dunnuck
eRobertParker.com # 215 (Oct 2014)
Rating: 97
Drink 2016 - 2027
Cost: $82-$170

 

The 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape Vieilles Vignes is in the top 2-3 wines in the vintage. Possessing
rock-star concentration and depth, full-bodied richness and loads of sweet tannin, it offers layers of
ripe blackberry, graphite, licorice and toasted-spice aromas and flavors. One of the more powerful
and structured efforts in the vintage, it nevertheless always stays balanced, graceful and light on the
palate. Give it 2-3 years and enjoy bottles through 2027. This estate, under the leadership of
Sebastien and Christophe Jaume, continues to be one of the reference point producers for relatively
modern styled Châteauneuf du Papes. In addition to their top tier efforts, the portfolio is loaded with
smoking values at just about every price point. I’ve listed domaine wines under Domaine Grand
Veneur, and the negociant wines under Alain Jaume, which I believe might also include some
vineyards owned by the Jaume family as well. Regardless, the quality here is superb across the
range. In addition, they’ve excelled in both 2012 and 2013. Importer(s): Kysela Pere et Fils, 130
Windy Hill Lane, Winchester, VA 22602, (540) 722-9228, www.kysela.com
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Review by Jeb Dunnuck
Wine Advocate # 209 (Oct 2013)
Rating: (94-97)
Drink 2015 - 2032
Cost: $82-$170

 

Even more impressive and certainly one of the top 3-4 wines in the vintage, the Grand Veneur 2012
Chateauneuf du Pape Vieilles Vignes offers up spectacular density and depth, with big structure,
chewy tannin and brilliant purity of fruit. A blend of 50% Grenache, 40% Mourvedre and 10% Syrah, it
offers loads of blackberry, licorice, roasted meats, bouquet garni and pepper to go with a full-bodied,
layered and perfectly proportioned profile. It too will have 15-20 years of longevity. Drink 2015-2032.
Covering 30 acres in Chateauneuf du Pape (over 100 acres in Cotes du Rhone, Lirac, Vacqueyras
and Gigondas), Domaine Grand Veneur is run by the incredibly talented Sebastien and Christophe
Jaume. The style here, if looked at as a whole, is more traditional than not, with plenty of tank and
stainless steel, yet their Chateauneuf du Papes are distinctly modern and spent plenty of time in small
barrels. However, they never lose their Southern Rhone typicity, have gorgeous purity and also
possess balanced, age-worthy profiles. These are some of the most exciting wines coming out of the
region and they should not be missed! Note: the estate bottlings are released under the Domaine
Grand Veneur label, and the negociant wines are released under the Alain Jaume et Fils label. The
2012 whites from the Jaume brothers are incredibly strong. Importer: Kysela Pere et Fils,
Winchester, VA; tel. (540) 722-9228 Importer(s): Kysela Pere et Fils, 130 Windy Hill Lane,
Winchester, VA 22602, (540) 722-9228, www.kysela.com
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